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Press release – Delhi 2010 – NZ team attempts to qualify

The NZ women’s gymnastics team has been set a target to prove that they are able to be 6th place or better in the Delhi 2010 Commonwealth Competition. To prove that they can do this 5 gymnasts have paid their way to Pretoria to compete against gymnasts from England, Malaysia and South Africa.

Local club CSG is also fitting the bill for their 2 professional coaches who have been named alongside the club’s 3 senior gymnasts. 
The 2009 World Gymnastics Championships were recently held in London but 3 members of the NZ team are still Juniors and were too young to compete. In 2010 they will be seniors and eligible to attend  the Commonwealth Games; however they still need to prove to the NZ Olympic Committee that they are good enough to compete, so the trip to South Africa was the only realistic option in the short timeframe.
Jozsi Ferencz, NZ Coach and local Chch School of Gymnastics Head Coach, said “we are fortunate that South Africa invited us to compete at their Invitational otherwise it would be difficult to find a reasonable competition that our team could attend against Commonwealth opposition in the timeframes that the NZOC have set.

Our best chance of qualifying is in the team event, with a few of the girls strong on one or two apparatus and may be able to make a final or 2.
Lani Hohepa is a strong vaulter and it looks like she will make the individual scores set to be a vault medal contender, and Briana Mitchell from Auckland is the strongest all around individual but our aim is to qualify a team, and then go onto win medals’
The team left on Sunday the 1st and the competition is held over the 5th and 6th of November.

The New Zealand Team is

Lani Hohepa (CSG), Briana Mitchell (Harbour), Holly Moon (CSG), Jordan Rae (Counties) Charlotte White (CSG) Coaches Jozsef Ferencz (CSG) Svetlana Sazonova (CSG), Judges Michelle Woolf (Wgtn) Karen Bevins (Counties), Jacqui Godfrey (Counties) Manager Avril Enslow (CSG)

For information on the teams

progress please contact
CSG – Jane Clark

3886616 ext 701 or 021 847714

Or Team Manager on avril@chchgymnastics.co.nz
