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MEDIA RELEASE
DECEMBER 10TH 2007.

Canberra 2007 National Clubs.

They didn’t see us coming, but now they know who we are and they will be ready next time.

Christchurch School of Gymnastics (CSG) sent 3 of their teams of female gymnasts to this prestigious popular competition on the Gymnastics Australia calendar.
The goal was to gauge just where they were in relation to one of the Worlds Gymnastics powerhouses – Australia.
New Zealand women’s gymnasts were ranked ahead of the Australians in international events in the early 80’s but since their government poured money into the Australian Institute of Sport NZ have lagged behind. 
Australia has gone onto qualify teams to every Olympics since 1992, and in 2003 won their first team World Championship medal in Anaheim.
Sadly New Zealand has been floundering since the last big international successes at 1990 (Gold) and 1994 (Bronze) Commonwealths and an individual qualifying for Sydney in 2000. Since then NZ slipped to 7th at the 2006 Commonwealth Games. 
CSG is producing increasingly excellent results completely dominating throughout the grades at the 2007 NZ Championships, taking 8 from 12 all around titles, plus many minor placings. The club has a great coaching staff and fantastic facilities and with the recommencement of a high performance programme in October the club is looking forward with confidence.
Attendance at the Australian Clubs competition was seen as important to measure themselves against the strong Australian clubs and their teams.
Over 600 female artistic gymnasts competed over the 7 days in Canberra so it was a huge competition easily eclipsing the New Zealand Championships in numbers by approx 50%.
The organisers had to quickly arrange residential and open categories when the CSG level 7 gymnasts hit the floor on day one. The team had already won the NZ title in September and they went onto easily to take the all around trophy from the strong Melbourne club MLC by 8.45 points. 
The team also took the uneven bars, beam and floor titles and were placed 2nd on vault to dominate the competition. All 4 gymnasts scored well individually and were placed in the top 7.
The young level 4 & 5 teams were full of Canterbury team National medallists and both of the teams achieved better than expected against strong competition from 17 teams in each grade.
The Level 4 team was 4th team all around and 3rd on vault, and 4th on Beam and Floor. There was an exceptional performance on finals day by young Waverley Gee. She equalled her personal best on beam with a stunning competition high 16.25 from a maximum of 17.00.
Level 5 was 5th placed team and received the bronze medal and trophy for floor and placed 6th on bars.
“We have raised our standards, we are the top club in New Zealand and the results in Canberra show we are competitive in Australia. That is important.
Our aim is now to continue to push for excellence and we believe it will result in qualification for higher competitions” Jozsef Ferencz, Head Coach
“It was so important for the girls to realise that they can achieve here.

The girls learning to work as a team, was very valuable.

There were many gymnasts in each level and our gymnasts were all at the top. We will be back next year with more gymnasts in the other levels” said Svetlana Sazonova, senior coach.

“It is always important to have our gymnasts assessed by judges that do not know them. We use the same competitive system as Australia so it is a great ‘check’ on our local judging at this level to ensure that we are applying the rules consistently. I am pleased to report that we are” Avril Enslow Judge
Highlights of the trip from the girls
Level 4
“it was a really good experience to work as a team” Becky Morrison age 10. 
“It was good to see we are keeping up with the Australians” Waverley Gee age 11.  Waverley was 2nd AA on finals day.
Level 7
“I was really happy at prizegiving because we all got a trophy” Stacey Anderson age 11. Stacey competed her double twist, and stuck her split change half on beam, and placed first on beam and 3rd AA on day 1. Stacey was runner up in level 7 at Nationals.
“I was really happy at prizegiving cos I got a pink trophy” Madi Lafituanai age 11.
 Madi won bars hitting all her handstands – and competed a layout front punch front on floor for the first time. Madi moved up from level 6 for this competition so this was a great achievement for her. She is NZ’s level 6 champion.
“I pulled off some new skills, double back on floor as well as a double twist, and also stuck my new yurchenko pike”. Lani Hohepa age 13. Lani was 2nd AA on finals day.

Level 5
“It was a great experience competing against other people we don’t know.” Justice Shaw-Cross age 11, Justice was 5th overall, and is NZ’s level 5 champion.
Avril Enslow

